thrombosis, and anti thrombotic therapy are an asset whilst other chapters have been rewritten and expanded and add considerably to the reference value of the book. Most of the chapters deal with the principles of therapy but details of dosages of drugs which can be expected to produce these clinical changes are not given. The inclusion of such information would add greatly to the usefulness of the book. Nevertheless, the book is a valuable and comprehensive source of information and can be confidently recommended as an essential reference volume to all haematology departments and hospital libraries.
J W STEWART

Professor of Haematology Middlesex Hospital Medical School, London
Atlas of Liver Pathology (Current Histopathology, vol 4) D G DWight pp 199 £34.95 Lancaster: MTP Press 1982 This volume, the fourth in a series of histopathological atlases, is 'intended for the practising pathologist', and belongs to the fairly new brand of book mixing features of a minitextbook with those of a pictorial atlas. It therefore serves to inform the histopathologist on clinical aspects and the clinician on histopathological aspects of liver disease (the reviewer is in fact a clinical gastroenterologist).
The text is comprehensive, yet succinct and well referenced, but many of the colour plates seem indistinct and some are out of focus (e.g. Figure 22 .1). Thus it may well have less appeal to the specialist or trainee pathologist. An alternative atlas of Liver Disease (Sherlock & Summerfield, London: Wolfe Medical 1979) has less textual detail but presents the clinical information in a much more accessible form by means of including clinical photographs and radiographs. The latter is, in my opinion, a better buy for the generalist or specialist who wishes to relate histopathology to the other features of hepatobiliary disease. Nonetheless, Wight's Atlas of Liver Pathology has been carefully compiled: the clearly labelled sections and well referenced textual detail should ensure that it appears in all departmental libraries. It must be very difficult when publishing a collection of pathological photographs, to decide on the accompanying text. In this atlas the photographs of macroscopic specimens, photomicrographs, electron microscopy sections and particularly those of the scanning electron microscope are excellent. It is a pity, therefore, that the text is not better. It comprises a series of short essays on the subjects covered. These are satisfactory in themselves, but it would have been better to have had a more detailed description of the pathology. The details of medical treatment are irrelevant and in some cases, already out of date. Appreciation of the excellent illustrations would have been enhanced had more use been made of arrows and symbols to emphasize points of interest. The photographs are so good that the coloured diagrams, although well drawn, are superfluous, and it does seem unnecessary to reproduce them in both black and white and in colour. However, the remainder of the contents of this volume is made up of separate research papers which means that the volume as a whole covers the topic only in a fragmentary way and cannot be regarded as a systematic account of an entire field. Most of the research papers have also been published in the Journal of Supramolecular Structure and Cellular Biochemistry -which must reduce any justification to purchase. Although this book does contain much useful material, it cannot be strongly recommended. 
DE RARNARDO
Consultant Physician
